[image: image1.wmf] 

 

WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

 

Clerk to the Council

 

Mrs

 

R Luckin

,

 

Bramley Cottage, Hole Street,

 

Wiston

, West Sussex,

 

BN44 3DH

 

Tel: 

01903 893548

 

Email: 

clerk@washingtonparish.org.uk

 

 

Website

:

 

www.washingtonparish.org.uk

 


ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 12th May 2014 
7.00pm in the Village Hall

Minutes

Present: Cllr Turley, Cllr Heeley, Cllr Milner-Gulland, Cllr Jennings, Cllr Cook, Cllr Horwood, Cllr Beglan, 
Cllr Whyberd

In attendance: Cllr Sanson (HDC)

Members of the public: PC John Burt

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

14.1. To consider Election of Chairman (acceptance of office form to be signed)
Cllr Britt and Cllr Patrick Heeley indicated prior to the meeting that they would stand for nomination.  The Clerk read statements from both candidates.  In the absence of the current Chairman, Cllr Heeley Chaired the meeting and offered Councillors the opportunity for a paper ballot, which was agreed upon.  

Cllr Jennings proposed and Cllr Turley seconded that Cllr Britt should be Chairman.

Cllr Horwood proposed and Cllr Beglan seconded that Cllr Heeley should be Chairman.


A ballot was taken – 2 votes for Cllr Britt and 5 votes for Cllr Heeley, 1 abstention.  It was agreed that Cllr Heeley would undertake the role of Chairman.  Cllr Heeley wished to record recognition and thanks to Cllr Britt for her tireless work and campaigning on behalf of the Parish Council.  Cllr Heeley signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

14.2. To consider Election of Vice-chairman

Cllr Cook proposed Cllr Horwood, who advised that he did not wish to stand as Vice-Chair.  

Cllr Horwood proposed Cllr Beglan, who advised that she did not wish to stand as Vice-Chair. 

Cllr Beglan proposed and Cllr Milner-Gulland seconded that Cllr Whyberd accept the role of Vice-Chair.  A vote was taken, all voted in favour bar 1 abstention.  Cllr Whyberd advised that he would endeavour to do his best to fulfil the role.

Councillors agreed that future elections for Chair should take place by paper ballot.

14. 3. To consider accepting apologies for Absence
Councillors received and accepted apologies from Cllr Dore (surgery), Cllr Britt (holiday), Cllr Circus WSCC (meetings), Cllr Thomas (holiday).

Cllr Sanson arrived at 19.15pm

14.4. Approval of the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Council Meeting
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 13th May 2013 were agreed as being a correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.  

14.5. Discussion and agreement of Committee Allocation
14.5.1. Councillors discussed options for re-organising committees.  Highways could be added to Footpaths and Bridleways in future.  Members agreed to maintain the current committee allocation and membership for the time being, but to review in six months.

14.5.2. Cllr Alison Jennings advised that she would no longer be able to fulfil her role due to family commitments and provided a letter of resignation addressed to the Chairman.  The Clerk will inform HDC and begin the recruitment process.  

PC John Burt arrived 19.20pm

14.6. Discussion and agreement of representatives on outside bodies
South Downs Network – Cllr Milner-Gulland is a member and will report back on issues. 
Countryside Access Forum (footpaths) - Cllr Whyberd 

14.8. Chairman’s Annual Report to the electorate
The Chairman’s Report had been circulated at the Annual Parish Meeting.

14.9. Receipt and approval of the Financial Report from the Responsible Financial Officer
The Clerk had circulated, prior to the meeting, an End of Year Financial Report for the period 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014, including Bank Reconciliation and advised that accounts were currently being audited.  

The Clerk advised that Washing Parish Council spending was within budget for the past financial year.  Overall income may not increase in the near future and there would be few opportunities to raise income from other sources.  The Clerk will continue to provide financial updates and budget comparisons, in order that Councillors can monitor spending closely, and work to obtain best value for money over the long term, keeping an eye on investment opportunities.  

Councillors approved the Annual Financial Report for the period 1st April 2013 – 31st March 2014.


14.10. Consideration and approval of the Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement for 2013/14
14.10.1. The Clerk provided the internal Auditor, Peter Evans, with information to enable him to audit the accounts for 2013 / 14 and to approve the entries on the Accounting Statement for 2013 / 14.  Councillors approved the Accounting Statement for 2013 / 14.
14.10.2. The Clerk had provided the Finance Committee with an explanation of the Annual Governance Statement and listed evidence that was available to allow the Chairman to sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2013 / 14.
Councillors approved the Annual Governance Statement for 2013/14.


14.11. Consideration and approval of Standing Orders and Dispensation Scheme
Washington Parish Council Standing Orders and Dispensation Scheme were approved by Councillors. 


14. 12. Consideration and approval of Financial Regulations
Washington Parish Council Financial Regulations were approved by Councillors.

14.13. To consider and approve Financial and Non-Financial Risk Assessments
Washington Parish Council Financial and Non-Financial Risk Assessments were approved by Councillors.

14. 14. Consideration and approval of dates of meetings for the forthcoming year

	Full Council
	

	2nd June
	1st December

	7th July
	5th January

	4th August
	2nd February

	1st September
	2nd March

	6th October
	13th April

	3rd November
	11th May

	
	

	Committee meetings
	

	19th May
	17th November

	16th June
	15th December

	21st July
	19th January

	18th August
	16th February

	15th September
	16th March

	20th October
	20th April



Councillors agreed to the dates provided by the Clerk.

The meeting closed at 19.40pm
Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chairman

NB - Documents circulated with the agenda included:
An update page for the Member’s Register of Interest and 
A Declarations of Interest Flowchart.
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